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he. urbanization
has just ahoui begun in

of Munipur 4n Im:fua
«_northeastern:
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_‘fdnga - thc most palpable

Rtvc: runnmgihrou oh the' uty cove,r-
ing an area’efgr()und 10 kilometre
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equal halvea P

dump garbage and m.kag lhclr
draihs out through i1.° : :
- Out of this 10 km: su—;:tch
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“begins from Hump} Brldge

Kemhamthnnv hrldgc a distance E)f

hardly 1.5 km. Nambul or Yangoi -

Achoyba originates fmm ‘Lilan

 Waiphei area of ngch‘yp hibls “in’

Sarmpau Disttwt and passes tkimugh
twcfi‘ porlunl “districts -- Tmphal
West and Bishnupur - thmugh its
over 54 kilomeire long journey to the
‘Loktak Lake - the largest h esh water
in North East India:

The river has now hccumc not
only the most polluted river in the
state but also a model river of poliu-
tion in the region. Even the National
Rivers Canservation Plant under
Union Ministry of Envirboment and
Forest had listed it among’ lhc coun-
try's polluted rivers. -«

The stretch Of the river in Imphal
Leity SCryes as Ihc major . garbage
dumping eréund of almost all the
shop keepers. vendor and residents
from: both . sides. of the river.

race:
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103 uwroper and unpldnncé urbamz.;-

region, - tion! e

~into almost two
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cxtreme}y convenient to throw and

.and ontreated drainage

system existing, ‘which open its

laedy withidf the lmphatCity areadue

Bes;des ra*ndom thmwm" and

dumping of their households waste
~ wrapped in plastic bags in broad day-

light and during the night time that
de(.orata, both the river banks is an

- eye sorec Burning down the héap-of

waste maiena]« cnmammg plastic
Imi_q at the river bank
acknewledging its disastrous impact

on health of ihe water body which
e directly affects health hazard of the

general public.

Above all Wid(.‘.&pﬂ,dd' using of

fertilizer and pesticides in the fields’
especially during kharif sedson also
deteriorates the river's water body.,
Nt:.nlv 6l pen,em of: state’s dgricul-
ture land in the valley areas which -
covers 1.57 lakh hectares of land out
of state's total 2.34 lakhs hectares of
agricultural land uses pesticides.

The most alarming, thing is the
excessive use of fertilizer and pesti-

'cidcs in a single crop (paddy)” felt K-

Jiten. state's weed
specialist. Government . monitors use
of pe sticide 1l laté eightics but they
now de-control$ it following central’
government's directive.. Thus State
Agriculture Department’s plant pro-
tection ' tnit at Mangripukhri near
Imphal had been authorizing as many

a5 345 outleks in Mmapm by this year

end 1o sale the pesticides for the

needy addicted soil and farmers. Out -

of state’s annual-fertisliser consumip-
tion: of around 30,000 metric tones,

parlicu-

W thuut-f

Imphal ‘west
Ao nan e
Bmhnupur S R =
“district wherein the river flows uses
()16'3 and 5702 metric tones last year
as per official records. :

- Absence of sewerage system in
the city,: the residents on the eastern
side of the river mostly non-local
business community who live with
modern amenities compelled to use it
as the main nutlct far then* dmmagc-
systenl nrough more than fifteen
nullah emptying into the river. Those
locals on the western side also follow
the same even though the number of
“outlets was ininimal. - = e
According to’ Imphal Mun:i:lpal
Council (IMC), the daily volume of

“solid waste in Imphal city alone is

estimated in between 80-100 metric
tones. But due to shortage of man-
powe: equipments and lack COOT-
dination between government depart- -
ments, the IMC could noldtsbﬂge the
garh’tgg in time.

CIMC's. Ileah,h Offic e
A unk.mm said. "It is very dlfﬁcult-
for us to fulfill the public demand as
we dan't have enough fund or equip-:
ment.” The public also has lack of
know Ieduc dhOlI'[ dlqp(‘mnﬂ their
earbige.

He also want some  stricture
JAagaimst those. who violates its rule
apart from introducing a proper solid
wasle management programme m the
state. Interestingly the IMC had
engaged four private- parties since
July this year to assist the collection,
transportation ‘and disposal of solid
waste in and around the 2.46- lakhs
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populated
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Municipal Council area measuring
33 sq km. At present IMC managed
to dispase only about 12-14 trips of
garbage in day against the demand of
35 to 40 trips. For this the council
utilizes 11 vehicles including 4 trac-
tors, 5 Leyland trucks and 2 mini
trucks.

colonies of Imphal city, with Nanibul

River at Hump Bridge point in
Imphal's main market
Khwairamband Keithel also helps in
polluting the water quality in it's
middle course: el

"We should think about it serious-
ly, every one talks about the dumping

of garbage and other waste prod-

ucts,"Dr M Gonchandra, Principal
Scientific officer of the Manipur

"But we cannot operate it regularfy Pollution Control Board (MPCB)

ly due to paucity of fund,” L
Mohendro, Sanitary Officer in
charge of the Council said, "however

_we're compelled to do it round the

year despite getting salary: for six
months only". The government's fail-
ure to see the grievances and other
unpronounceable factors including
the political influence made. IMC's
life more miserable. '

~In olden days, the river Nambul
was a source of water for the
Imphalites. However.the pressures of
urbanization have crippled both sys-
tems.with garbage being dumped and

flow of nightsoil from houses direct-

ly into the main channel.the river is
today a stinking open sewer.

The pollution rate of the river
water has been suddenly on the rise

_during the lean season palrlicu[ai‘ly in

winter which in turn spreads not only
water borne diseases
dysentery.typhoid fever,hookworm
disease.jaudince.poliomyelitis,Pneu
monia cic. The jining of popular
Naga nullah, a small stream cum nul-
lah which originates from Koirengei
hill range under Senapati district,
atter . passing through the main

but

explains, "so we should not neglect
Naga nullah." He said the emptying
of nightsoil and hazardous articles
directly to the Naga nullah is the
main factor for polluting the water
quality of the river.

But the government is yet to take
its legal action against those who vio-
lates the rules and regulations of the

government as per Pollution Control |

board due to their lack of the govern-

‘ment's 'seriousness' in saving the

river from pollution. :
MPCB have been conducting
tests -of the Nambul water at two

'sampling stations-Hump Bridge and

Heirangoithong regularly once in
every three months to monitor the
status of the water quality while

Environment and Ecology Wing of

State's - Forest Department at
Eroishemba,Naoremthong,Hump-
bridge Keishamthong,Hiyangthang.
Upokpi and Toubul points at regular
intervals.

Though there is flow of fresh
water during monsoon season (June,
July and August), the quality of the
water is very during post monsoon

‘season (November to January).

Except for irrigation purposes.no one

uses Nambul water in Imphal.
Residents of Shamurou,
Wangoi.Mayang Imphal.Upokpi vil-
lages in Imphal west district on the
either side of the river also used the
Nambul water for the same.-

Dr T Brajakumar, an analyst of
Environment and Ecology wing who
had been studying the life of the
Nambul River pointed out that the
water of the river could be used only
for irrigation purposes. "Nambul's
water cannol even used for bathing
purposes,” he added.

"Because, it contains huge quan-
tity of high bio-chemical oxygen
demand (BOD)," he said. BOD
should be very low for human con-
sumption-but the water available in
between . Hump bridge 10
Keishamthong bridge in Imphal con-
tains 52 mg (BOD) per litre during
pre-monsoon and post monsoon sea-

~son, he added. -

As echoed by experts, the water
quality of the Nambul River is not
consumable as of now as per the
reports available. so it's high time to
save Nambul in order to save Loktak
Lake which in turn would help in
preserving the ecology of its sur-
rounding as well as the region.

~ Nambul's deteriorating condition
which deliberately reflects the negli-
gence of its heirs who aré supposed
to take care. A question is still linger-
ing, Who will come and save its ecol-
ogy and ‘environment? Is anyone
from USA or UK or from Japan or
Delhi would come here and to save
its life? '



